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11340.  The Legislature finds and declares as follows: 
   (a) There has been an unprecedented growth in the number of administrative 
regulations in recent years. 
   (b) The language of many regulations is frequently unclear and unnecessarily 
complex, even when the complicated and technical nature of the subject matter 
is taken into account.  The language is often confusing to the persons who must 
comply with the regulations. 
   (c) Substantial time and public funds have been spent in adopting regulations, 
the necessity for which has not been established. 
   (d) The imposition of prescriptive standards upon private persons and entities 
through regulations where the establishment of performance standards could 
reasonably be expected to produce the same result has placed an unnecessary 
burden on California citizens and discouraged innovation, research, and 
development of improved means of achieving desirable social goals. 
   (e) There exists no central office in state government with the power and duty 
to review regulations to ensure that they are written in a comprehensible manner, 
are authorized by statute, and are consistent with other law. 
   (f) Correcting the problems that have been caused by the unprecedented 
growth of regulations in California requires the direct involvement of the 
Legislature as well as that of the executive branch of state government. 
   (g) The complexity and lack of clarity in many regulations put small businesses, 
which do not have the resources to hire experts to assist them, at a distinct 
disadvantage. 
… 
 
11359.  (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), on and after January 1, 1982, 
no new regulation, or the amendment or repeal of any regulation, which 
regulation is intended to promote fire and panic safety or provide fire protection 
and prevention, including fire  suppression systems, equipment, or alarm 
regulation, is valid or effective unless it is submitted by, or approved in writing by, 
the State Fire Marshal before transmittal to the Secretary of State or the Office of 
Administrative Law. 
   (b) Approval of the State Fire Marshal is not required if the regulation is 
expressly required to be at least as effective as federal standards published in 
the Federal Register pursuant to Section 6 of the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-596) within the time period specified by federal law and as 
provided in subdivision (b) of Section 142.4 of the Labor Code, and as approved 
by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration of the United States 
Department of Labor as meeting the requirements of subdivision (a) of Section 



142.3 of the Labor Code, unless the regulation is determined by the State Fire 
Marshal to be less effective in promoting fire and panic safety than regulations 
adopted 
by the State Fire Marshal. 
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